
8-80 Vitality Initiative 

River Balcony 



Vision of Economic Vitality 

 Inspired by 8-80 Cities 
and Gil Penalosa 

 Aim to: 

 Enliven the public realm 

 Promote walking, biking 
and creating great public 
spaces 

 Retain and attract 
residents, businesses, 
employees and visitors 

Palace Theatre 



8-80 Vitality Investment 

• City Council approved the 
Mayor’s 8-80 Vitality Fund in 
October. 
 

• $42.5 million in projects 
 

• Projects include:  
• Downtown Bike Loop 
• Grand Round 
• Palace Theatre 
• Dickerman Park 
• Streets & Public Spaces 

 
• Three year timeline (through 

2017) 

 

Downtown Bike Loop – Jackson St  



8-80 Principles 

Every city should have a law of two words: 
Pedestrians First 

 

 Walkability 

 Bikeability 

 Public Spaces 

 Public Transportation 

http://www.knightfoundation.org/features/livable-cities/
http://www.knightfoundation.org/features/livable-cities/
http://www.knightfoundation.org/features/livable-cities/
https://vimeo.com/117287105
https://vimeo.com/117287105
https://vimeo.com/117287105


8-80 Vitality Fund Projects 

Feature projects: 
• Palace Theatre - $8M 
• Downtown Bike Loop design 

development and Jackson St 
segment construction - $8.45M 

• Grand Round, North Loop design 
development and partial 
construction - $13.2M 

• Dickerman Park - $2M 
 

Public Space Investments: 
• Lexington Commons - $1.5M 
• Central Station Plaza - $1M 
• Little Mekong Plaza - $300K 
• River Balcony design 

development - $100K 

Street Investments: 
• Randolph and Lexington 

Intersection Improvements - 
$1.5M 

• Raymond Avenue Phase II 
Reconstruction - $1.46M 

• Payne and Bedford Intersection 
Improvements - $1M 

• N Snelling Avenue Sidewalk and 
Median Improvements - $525K 

• Bike Lane Striping - $400K 
• Payne and E 7th St 

Intersection and Bruce Vento 
Trailhead Improvements - $225K 

 
Optical Fiber Infrastructure - $1.8M 



Palace Theatre 

•Contemporary 
music venue 
 
•3000 capacity 
 
•Open in Fall 2016 



Downtown Bike Loop 

•Separated bike lane 
 
•Connect around downtown and to 
trails 
 
•Jackson St constructed in 2016 
 

Inspired by Indianapolis 
Cultural Trail 



Grand Round 

Actualizing the vision of Horace W. S. 
Cleveland 



Dickerman Park 

Linear park along University Avenue at Fairview 
 



What is 8-80 Vitality Initiative? 

Embed 
Vitality 

Invest in 
infrastructure 

and public space 
improvements 

Ingrain 
economic 

development 
vision into 

departments 

Integrate 8-80 
ideas into 
ongoing 
activities 

Grand Round 



How do we achieve the vision? 

• Across 
projects and 
with 
leadership 

Coordinate 

• 8-80 Fellow Learn together 

• With each 
other and 
stakeholders 

Communicate 
and engage 

 

Little Mekong Plaza 



Questions?  

Staff Contact: 

  Nora Riemenschneider 

  8-80 Vitality Initiative Coordinator 

  City of Saint Paul – Department of Planning & 
 Economic Development 

  651-266-6638 

  nora.riemenschneider@ci.stpaul.mn.us  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=230&v=MQDYa0Mr5bY
mailto:nora.riemenschneider@ci.stpaul.mn.us

